Excellence in Technical Innovation Award
presented by General Motors
for the 2026 SAE CDS Competition Season
Award Motivation and Description
At GM, we’re known for crafting products people crave and experiences they never forget.
The first electric starter.
The first telematics system.
One of today’s most advanced assisted driving systems.
Since day one, we’ve been solving for what matters. We design incredible cars with an attention to detail that’s second to none. Our vehicles are perfectly engineered for your journey. Now, we want to know what your team is doing to redefine what it means to be an SAE CDS competition team.
In this new award presented by GM, tell us about your team’s latest innovations, how you’re putting people at the center of your program, and what you’re doing to integrate sustainability into your operations. Leverage the slide deck format to tell us a visual story. Include images, text, animations, GIFs, and charts or graphs to show us what makes your team special.
Please read the following document carefully to understand the rules of the award challenge. 
Prize
The Excellence in Technical Innovation Award will be presented to one team at each of the following competitions:
· Formula SAE IC 2026
· Formula SAE EV 2026
· Baja SAE Ohio 2026
The prize awarded to winning teams is a voucher for complementary competition registration fees, pre-paid by GM, to be used within the next two years of competition (2027 or 2028).
Prize Restrictions
The use of prizes won is restricted to the CDS discipline in which they were awarded. A prize won in Baja can only be used for Baja and a prize won in Formula can only be used for Formula.
For Baja SAE only, a prize may be applied to any Baja event location.
For Formula SAE only, prize use is further restricted to the propulsion category in which the prize was earned except in the cases of:
a. team mergers (IC and EV combine into one team pursuing one propulsion category)
b. a team moving from one propulsion category to the other (IC team moving to EV or vice versa).
A prize may not be transferred to a propulsion category different to the one in which it was earned if the earning team is still in operation (e.g.: University of the Internet’s FSAE IC team may not use the University of the Internet FSAE EV team’s prize voucher if the EV team still exists).
Rules
Submissions which do not comply with the rules below shall be disqualified from consideration. 
Eligibility
1. Teams shall submit only one submission per competition.
a. Universities with CDS teams in multiple domains may submit different entries at each competition. For example, the submission from the University of the Internet’s FSAE IC team does not have to be the same as the submission of University of the Internet’s FSAE EV or Baja teams.
2. Submitting teams shall be either registered for or on the wait list for one of the competitions listed above.
3. Eligible teams must be off the wait list and registered for competition in order to win.
a. Teams may submit an entry while on the waitlist but must “graduate” off the wait list and become registered for competition in order to win.
4. Submissions shall be uploaded to FSAEOnline.com or BajaSAE.net by 11:59 p.m. Eastern time on the due date listed:
a. FSAE IC: Friday, April 17, 2026
b. FSAE EV: Friday, April 17, 2026
c. Baja Ohio: Friday, August 14, 2026
Format
1. The submission shall be a slide deck of .ppt or .pptx file type. Do not submit a PDF.
2. The submission shall utilize one of the following font families:
a. Aptos
b. Arial
c. Calibri
d. Georgia
e. Garamond
f. Overpass
g. Tahoma
h. Times New Roman
i. Verdana
3. The submission minimum font size shall be 10pt.
4. The submission slide size shall be either 16:9 wide screen (13.3” W x 7.5” H) or 4:3 standard (10” W x 7.5” H). No other slide size shall be permitted.
5. The submission shall be no more than 7 slides in length.
6. The submission shall be viewed by the GM evaluators for scoring in Slide Show View (aka: Presentation Mode).
7. Links to external resources shall be excluded from consideration for scoring.
8. Embedded videos, GIFs, or other animations shall not exceed 10 seconds in duration.
a. If additional plug-ins are required to properly display a video/GIF/animation, that object will not be included in scoring.
9. Embedded videos shall not include sound.
10. Embedded files other than short videos, GIFS, animations, and images shall be excluded from consideration for scoring.
Content
1. The submission shall include a title slide with the following required team information:
a. “2026 Excellence in Technical Innovation Award Submission” in the title space
b. The following information in the subtitle space:
i. University Name
ii. Team Number (format: ‘###’)
iii. Team Name if different than University Name
iv. Team email address or faculty advisor email if the team does not have its own email account
2. The submission shall include a maximum of two slides each on Innovation, Human-Centric Design, and Sustainability.
a. Guideline: Innovation may refer to any innovation(s) your team has implemented within the current design cycle. Your selected innovation may be a design innovation on your competition vehicle, a new analysis technique you have implemented, a team- or project-management methodology, integrating systems engineering or engineering first principles into your design process, or something else. If you did it and it’s innovative, it belongs here.
b. Guideline: Human-centric design may include driver interface, serviceability, or other intentional design choice(s) made to improve how humans in the SAE CDS community interact with your competition vehicle.
c. Guideline: Sustainability may include efforts your team has made to be more sustainable in any way: improved competition efficiency, material selection, investing in the future of your team, community impact, etc.
3. Content on the slide shall be the only scorable content. Content in the “Notes” section will not be considered for scoring. External links will not be considered for scoring.
Presentation Fit and Finish Guidelines
We expect that submissions be professional in nature but encourage design creativity. While we are not assigning any accessibility rules aside from slide size, font type, and font size, keep in mind that if our scoring team cannot read or reasonably discern aspects of your slides, your submission score may be impacted.
Scoring Rubric
Submissions shall be scored using the following rubric:
	Objective
	Possible Points

	Submission Professionalism, Fit, and Finish
	25

	Innovation:
· Definition of innovation objective
· Innovation novelty
· Implementation creativity
	25

	Human-Centric Design:
· Identification of pain point addressed by design
· Human-centric design novelty
· Implementation creativity
	25

	Sustainability:
· Definition of opportunity to improve sustainability
· Evaluation of sustainability impact
· Implementation creativity
	25

	Total:
	100



Tips from the GM Team
Our intention with this award submission format is not to generate a significant amount of additional work on top of your efforts to craft your design, business, and cost event submissions. You may highlight the innovations, design decisions, and team actions you describe in your event submission documents or tell us about something that doesn’t have a good home in one of those events—the choice is yours.
There is no presentation aspect of this submission. The success of your submission relies on your ability to communicate effectively through graphics and minimal text. Our scoring team will review your slide content in presentation mode, so be sure to confirm that the content you want reviewed appears well in that format. We’ll also be checking your document settings (font and slide size, slide count, etc.) for compliance to the rules.
To help you get started, our team has put together an example presentation featuring some of the latest and greatest work happening at GM. The purpose of this example presentation is to illustrate the basic required formatting and provide inspiration to your team, not to put additional bounds on your ideas. To this end, we have elected to share this presentation as a PDF but remind you that .ppt and .pptx are the only accepted submission formats.



Contact
Should you have questions about the award rules or content, please contact Jacqueline (Jackie) Zimny (Jacqueline.Zimny@gm.com) and Jeff Gramzow (Jeffrey.Gramzow@gm.com). Click here to start an email to us.
Should you have questions about submitting your award entry document to FSAEOnline.com, or BajaSAE.net please contact the SAE Collegiate Design Series team (support.sae.org).

Submission Terms
By uploading or submitting an entry to the Excellence in Technical Innovation Award (the “Challenge”) you (and your team/institution) agree to these terms with General Motors, LLC (with its affiliates, the “Company”). If you do not agree, do not submit.
1. Eligibility, Purpose and Scope of Use. No purchase necessary to submit; however, only teams registered for SAE event eligible to win. Not open to individuals/teams subject to applicable sanctions/embargoes. Submissions must not contain ITAR/EAR‑controlled information. Company may use your submission internally to operate, evaluate, score, select winners, document decisions, communicate internally about the Challenge, and for audit/recordkeeping. No external publication or commercialization of your submission is authorized by these terms.
2. Ownership and Limited License. You retain ownership. You grant Company a non‑exclusive, royalty‑free, worldwide license to internally use, reproduce, display, analyze, store, and share the submission with employees/contractors as needed for the purposes above, during the Challenge and for up to 24 months after for archival/audit/compliance.
3. Non‑Confidential. Submissions are not confidential. Do not include trade secrets or content you are unwilling to share with the Company. Company will not intentionally publish your submission externally and will limit use as described here.
4. Team Authority and Rights. You confirm that you are authorized to submit on behalf of the team/institution and that all contributors and third‑party rights (e.g., images, logos, data) are cleared for the internal uses permitted here. 
5. Waiver and Release. You waive claims to compensation or consideration for Company’s internal use of the submission (other than any award set out in the official rules) and release Company from claims arising from Challenge administration, evaluation, and winner selection, except for Company’s gross negligence or willful misconduct.
6. Representations/Warranties. You represent that you are authorized on behalf of the team/institution to submit, and that all contributors and third-party rights (e.g., images, logos, data) are clear for the internal purposes permitted here. You also represent that the submission is original to you/team; does not infringe or violate others’ rights or laws; and complies with the Challenge rules (including format, content, and eligibility requirements).
7. Indemnification (Limited). You will defend and indemnify Company from third‑party claims arising from breach of the paragraph above, excluding claims caused by Company’s use beyond these terms or by Company’s independent modifications/combination.
8. Awards; Restrictions; Taxes. Awards are subject to eligibility and verification under the official rules. Prize is a GM-prepaid voucher covering SAE CDS competition registration fees in 2027 or 2028 with restrictions; has no cash value, is non‑transferable except as expressly permitted, and void if prohibited by law. Winners are responsible for any taxes and required tax forms.
9. Publicity and Personal Data. Company may use your/team name, institution, and submission title to administer the Challenge and identify winners as permitted by the official rules. You consent to Company processing personal data to operate the Challenge and fulfill awards per applicable law and Company privacy notices.
Governing Law and Miscellaneous. These terms are governed by the laws of the State of Michigan. These terms incorporate the official rules for all matters not covered here and control if there is a conflict, and they constitute the entire agreement on these topics, may be accepted electronically, are non‑assignable by you, and remain effective if any clause is held invalid.
By clicking “Submit,” uploading, or otherwise providing your entry, you agree to these terms.
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Turning energy into optimism
Made to do much  more  than  power up your  V2H-capable  GM EV*,  GM 
Energy’s  bidirectional  charging  is  a new way to look  at energy  overall . 
Integrated,  inspired  design  lets  power flow easily  between  the vehicle  and 
your  properly  equipped  home* —creating  a smart  new source  of energy  you  
can  rely  on.


It’s time to make power a more positive force in 
your life.
Imagine  having  a reliable  source  of backup  power when the grid  is down. 
With GM Energy’s  full  suite  of products,  this  is  the future  of home  energy —
and it’s  brilliant .


Energy innovation


The  2024  Silverado  EV  First  
Edition  RST  can  provide  power  
to your  home  in a blackout  for 
up to


Get  ready  to hit the road with fast  
and convenient


21 DAYS
when properly equipped


19.2KW
Level 2 EV Charging*


General Motors
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Today’s  vehicles  have  many  separate  electronic  control  units  (ECUs)  for 
propulsion,  brakes,  infotainment,  and more .


Each  system  operates  its  own computer  and communicates  via  a CAN  
network . 


Adding  new feature  requires  updating  and validating  multiple  modules,  
which  reduces  opportunities  to rapidly  innovate .


Centralizing fragmented systems


GM is transition  to a next -generation  software -defined  vehicle  
architecture  with a core  focus  on speed .


Faster  development . Faster  updates . Better  customer  experiences .


Moving  away  from many  small  modules  to a centralized  compute  
system  means  fewer components . Fewer  components  enable  fewer 
updates,  validation  tasks,  and installation  steps —streamlining  
development,  production,  and maintenance .


The  new design  supports  broad  software  reuse  across  all GM vehicles,  
faster  deployment  of innovations,  and consistent  experiences  across  
vehicle  segments .


Current
Launched in 2020


Next-Gen
Launching in 2028


General Motors
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Intuitive infotainment


Connected and in command
Silverado  EV  comes  standard  with a 17.7-inch  diagonal  
infotainment  touch -screen  display,  11-inch  diagonal  Driver  
Information  Center . With available  14-inch  diagonal  Head -
Up Display  and available  Super  Cruise®  driver  assistance  
technology,  Silverado  EV  enables  customers  to spread  
out, stay  connected,  and enjoy  the ride.


Personalize your drive with Google 
built-in
With Google  built - in compatibility,  every  drive  is  more 
seamless  and personalized . Access  your  favorite  phone  
apps  and entertainment,  plan  routes,  find charging  
stations  and more  — all  from your  center  display .


Chill and charge
While your  GM EV  is charging  or parked,  sit  back,  relax  and 
catch  up on the latest  episodes  of your  favorite  show, play  
a game,  or browse  the web with Angry  Birds,  Chrome,  
GameSnacks , HBO  Max, Prime  Video,  and other  
entertainment  apps  on the driver  screen . These  new apps  
are ready  for download  from Google  Play  today .


General Motors
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Trailer like a pro
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Ready, set, go with 
confidence
GM’s available  Advanced  Trailering  System  
has  an In-Vehicle  App  that  offers  
customized  trailer  profiles . Other  available  
features  include  a pre-departure  checklist,  
trailer  lighting  test  and trailer  tire 
pressure/temperature  monitoring .
Custom  Trailer  Profiles  feature  lets  you  
store  a trailer  name, trailer  type,  trailer  
mileage,  settings  and trailer  dimensions .


Maneuvering made easy
Chevy  Silverado  1500  and Silverado  HD 
offer  8 available  cameras  that  give  you  up 
to 14 views .


They  also  offer  additional  dynamic  trailering  
features  like  available  Jack -Knife  Alert, 2  
Trailer  Length  Indicator  and Trailer  Angle  
Indicator  with Trailer  Guidelines, 3 which  
require  a compatible  trailer,  as  well as  Bed  
View with Cargo  Bed  Zoom  and Bed  Hitch  
Guidance  — all  designed  to help  make  your  
towing  job easier  from start  to finish . From  
hitching  to driving  to parking,  these  
features  can  help  improve  your  ability  to 
move  your  loads .


General Motors


Front Grille Camera
Side Mirror Cameras
Bed View Camera (located  by Center  High -
Mounted Stop  Lamp  [CHMSL],  Silverado  and 
Silverado  HD  only)
Rear Camera Mirror (located  by Center  High -
Mounted Stop  Lamp  [CHMSL]  on Silverado  and 
Silverado  HD, located  on liftgate  on Suburban  
and Tahoe)
Rear Vision Camera/Hitch View (located  on 
rear  tailgate/liftgate)
Chevrolet Accessory Cameras
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Sustainability in our EVs


Efficient technology
GM EVs  come  equipped  with a highly  efficient  heat  pump . This  technology  captures  heat  from various  
sources  — like  regenerative  braking  and even  passengers’  exhaled  breath  — and converts  it into usable  
energy . This  energy  then  gets  redeployed  to where it’s  needed,  such  as  heating  the vehicle’s  cabin  or 
battery .


6


Battery lifecycle
GM designs  battery  packs  that  are easy  to recycle . We have  also  created  Recycle My Battery, which  
informs  dismantlers  on how to disable,  remove,  store  and ship  used  battery  packs  from our EVs . We’ve 
developed  guidelines  for the safe  handling  and transport  of EV  batteries  by End -of-Life  processors  and work 
to recycle  every  possible  material  from every  battery .


Range leader for electric trucks
Silverado  EV  has  a GM-estimated  478  miles  of all-electric  range . It has  One-Pedal Driving technology  and 
Available Regen on Demand® that  allows  the driver  to manually  slow down the vehicle  and convert  the 
energy  from the EV’s  movement  directly  to the battery . 


GM broke  the EV Range World Record with the 2026  Chevrolet  Silverado  EV  Max Range  Work Truck  (WT) 
by going  1,059 .2 miles  on a full  charge  at an efficient  cruising  speed  of 20 -25  mph. The  2026  Silverado  EV  
Max Range  WT sets  the standard  as  the range  leader  for electric  trucks . 
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Our sustainability journey


Taking environmental 
action
GM plans  to achieve  carbon  neutrality  in 
global  products  and operations  by 2040  
by:


• Continuing  to create  a broad  portfolio  of 
electric  vehicles  (EVs)


• Enhancing  the sustainability  of our 
supply  chain


Growing through innovation
From  pioneering  the first  electric  starter  to 
assisting  drivers  in emergencies  with 
OnStar  through  our advanced  engineering  
software  technologies,  GM has  always  been 
innovative . 


Today,  we are enabling  our EV  strategy  and 
our vision  of zero  emissions  with  battery  
innovations  as  a driving  force . 


Moving together
GM aims  to bring  everybody  in on the 
journey  to a safer,  all-electric  future,  
including  our workforce  and the 
communities  in which  we work  and live . 


We are on the path  to prove  that  
technology  and collaboration,  driven  by 
purpose,  can  help  change  the world. 


Driving responsible 
governance
As  GM drives  impactful  change  by bringing  
EVs,  mobility  and connectivity  to the next  
level,  we have  processes  and policies  in 
place  to help  guide  responsible,  ethical  
action . 
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